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Teutonic orbit. The diplomatic situation was,
as Lord Grey fairly claimed,1 " overshadowed by
the military/'
Deeply disappointed with Greece, Mr. Lloyd
George now held aloof from her overtures,, and
was inclined, for the moment, to hope some-
thing even from the Bulgarian alternative.
During the spring and summer of 1915 the
Eussian campaign diverted the German resources
for a while from the meditated attack on Serbia.
The position along the Danube became less
threatening. It became the German design to
throw back Eussia from Galicia and Poland
before she entered upon her great Near Eastern
enterprise. The result was a temporary lull for
Serbia.
The British Government hoped to avail itself
of this lull to bring together the Balkan States.
Bulgaria assumed a willingness to join the Allies
on the condition of certain large concessions of
territory from Greece and Serbia. M. Venizelos
even went so far as to imperil his position in
Greece by suggesting consent. Mr. Lloyd George
was now more hopeful of bringing together the
old Balkan Federation on these lines. His
general idea was that the Allies should occupy
the zone of Macedonia as disputed between
Serbia and Bulgaria, on condition that if they
could secure Bosnia and Herzegovina for Serbia
In the final settlement they should then hand
the disputed territory over to Bulgaria.
But the sacrifices of the Serbian people in the
i Extract from his evidence i:p. the Dardanelles Report,